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PREFACE. 


THE PROSPECTUS, which has for so Jong 
a time been published, and is now prefixed to 
this work, renders it superfluous to offer any fur- 
ther prefatory explanation of the ED1TOR’s in- 
tention, or of the nature of his object. The une- 
quivocal marks of approbation, which, in every 
part of the union, have beenso liberally bestowed 
upon his plan, exempt him from the customary 
formalities of an excuse for it. Whatever apolo- 
gy he may hereafter be obliged to offer for the 
execution, he can have none to make for the 
design, since that has obtained the sanction of 
general, indeed he might, without greatly vio- 
lating truth, say, unanimous applause, 

Conscious of the very humble rank in letters, 
to which he can venture to aspire, and at the same 
time aware of the difficulties that beset him, he 
considers it to be his duty not to shrink from 
the task he has undertaken, anf, while he feels 
the disproportion of his capacity to the magni- 


tude and importance of such a work, to sttain 
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that capacity to the utmost, and to draw upon 


industry for the deficiencies of genius. 

Disdaining to take credit for any thing to which 
he is not fairly entitled, he wishes to open to his 
readers the whole scope of his pretensions for a 
work of this kind, in which little fame can be 
procured beyond that of a good compiler. A com- 
piler, however, is not without his claims to praise. 
He who imparts the knowledge he has acquired 
from books, to those who have not leisure, dili- 
gence, or abilities to acquire it through the long 
Jaborious work of close study and research, is at 
Jeast useful, and though his glory be not so great, 
his labours. may be as_ beneficial to mankind as 
those of the original author. A vast majority of 
the world are necessarily excluded from serious 
application, and many are desirous of knowledge, 
who cannot hunt it. through multitudes of large 
volumes, To provide such persons with easy 
mieans Ofgaccess to a portion of literature, is to 
benefit society. . He who enables others to fill 
up,. with rational amusement, and instructive plea- 
sure, intervals.of time which would otherwise 
be. devoted to. idleness or vice; is entitled to the 
gratitude of society.. But, besides all this, the 
requisites for compilation are not.a few or unim- 
portant, since to.select judiciously requires some 
share of penetration, judgment and taste:, The 
compiler, of such a work as the present, may. be 
considered as one.of the bees, of literature, who 
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lights upon the choicest flowers as they spring, 
extracts from them their most precious sweets, 
and deposits them in store for general use. 

In some part of this work the labours of the 
editor will seem to have claims -to consideration 


of an order superior to that of the mere.compiler. 


Much of his own mind, and comparatively, little 
of that of others will of course find their way into 
the historical and critical parts of it. The funda- 
mental materials will of course be borrowed; but 
the composition, the arrangement, or to speak 
ficuratively, the attitude and drapery of the work 
will be chiefly his own, yet even here he wishes his 
readers to understand that he will not suffer over- 
weening confidence in his own powers, to prevent 
his calling in the aid of such useful thoughts, and 
felicitous expressions as ‘his reading or recollection 
of the highest writers shall present to him. To 
afford instruction and amusement in the best way 
he can, is his determination ; and if in his endea- 
vours to accomplish that object, he shall occa- 
sionally be found incorporating the thoughts and 
language of superior understanding, with his own, 
he may be considered (as respects his readers at 
least) as raising his understandings up to the height 
of that from which he borrows, and so far increas- 
ing his means of fulfilling his engagement to the 
public. He owes to his candour, and his character 
this avowa!, and he is not ashamed to acknow- 
ledge a docility which will be productive of 
advantage to his readers, 
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PROSPECTUS 


OF THE 


MONTHLY REGISTER, 


ANB 


REVIEW OF THE UNITED STATES. 





Iris allowed, that nothing of the literary kind is at this time fo much 


wanted as a periodical publication, which would combine within it- 
felf the two-fold advantage of diffufing general knowledge, and ftand- 
ing as a permanent record of all the public tranfactions of the time; 
which would enlighten the minds, and improve the morals and the 
manners of the exifting generation, and deliver down to pofterity, for 
the ufe of the future hiftorian, all the political faéts and public tranf- 
actions of the day, untinged with falfe colouring and unfullied by po- 
litical prejudice. 

Such a work has been long contemplated by the Subfcriber, and he 
is encouraged to proceed in it by the promife of fupport from many 
refpectable acquaintances, with whofe influence and patronage he 
hopes to publith it foon, under the title of 


THE MONTHLY REGISTER, 
AND REVIEW OF THE UNITED STATES. 


This work will be conducted, as nearly as poffible, on the plan of the 
Englifh Annual Regifter, whofe reputation for utility and agreeablenefs 
has not been equalled by that of any other production of the fame 
kind. Each number will be divided into two parts ; the firft hiftorical 
and political, the fecond mifcellaneous and literary. 

The hiftorical part will contain a regular and impartial hiftory of 
the great political occurrences of the paft month, the firft place, and 
the largett room, being always allotted to thofe of the United States. 
The debates of Congrefs, and fuch debates of the feveral {tate legifla- 
tures, as may be of general importance to the union, and make a part 
of its hiftory, fhall be given in a concife form. In this part, all acts of 


Congrefs will be recorded ; and thus not only the fubftance of our na- 
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PROSPECTU$, 
tional counfels, but the names of thofe who take an important fhare 
in them, will be handed down to the impartial judgment of pofterity, 
and thofe, not yet born, be enabled to form a juft opinion of the talents 
and virtues of their anceftors. There will be added a collection of 











important ftate papers, which will ftand at once as incontrovertible 
proofs and illufirations of the hiftorical facts. A chronicle, which 
will be a depofitory of thofe remarkable occurrences that are moft apt 
to enter into common converfation, will fucceed the hiftory and the 
debates. 

The fecond or mifcellaneous and literary part, will be devoted to the 
improvement of the public mind and morals. At this moment the 
world is inundated with books, which, under the moft treacherous and 
feductive form, contain the moft deadly poifon to the morals of fociety. 
Not Deifm alone, but immorality and Atheifm are infinuated through 
the medium of thofe productions, which, from their nature, are moft 
apt to lay ftrong hold upon the fancy of young perfons. He who de- 
tects fuch books, and arrefts the hand of youth when ftretched forth to 
ufe them, and on the other hand takes the pains to felect and recom- 
mend to fludious perufal, thofe which have an oppofite tendency, 
may be fairly ranked among the benefactors of mankind. 

For the attainment of thefe important ends, it is propofed to arrange 
the contents of this divifion in the following order :— 

The firft chapter fhall contain fuch extracts from works of celebrity 
in profe, as may be recommended by their literary excellence, or their 
ufeful information refpecting fubjects of local or general importance ; 
and fuch new difcoveries as may have been found ufeful, and fuch in- 
ventions and projects as fhall have had the teft of fuccefsful experi- 
ment, fhall be explained and unfolded, for the benefit of agriculturifts, 
manufacturers and mechanics, and for the improvement of domeftic 
economicks. Among others, thofe parts of the reports of agricultural 
focieties in Europe, which fhall appear likely to apply to the different 
foils, climates, and natural circumftances of the United States. Lite- 
rary and mifcellaneous effays will be added. 

Every thing which contributes to innocent pleafure, and can preferve 
the miud from the mifchiefs of idlenefs, fhould be confidered as worthy 
of cultivation. Music, while it affordsthe pureft delight, has the power 
of directing, foothing and controuling the human paffions. The per- 
fuafion of its influence occafioned fome of the greateft of the ancient 
legiflators and philofophers to recommend it as an effential part of re- 
pubiican education. We hall, therefore, give fome of our pages to music 
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as a fcience, and to its hiftory, with occafional reviews, taken from the 
moft approved authorities, of the-beft new musical pieces which fhak 
be publifhed in Europe. Nor can the Drama be deemed foreign to 
a work whefe great objects is to improve the public mind. Thofe 
new pieces, whether American or Englifh, which are likely to have a 
favourable influence on the morals and manners of fociety, will be 
duly recommended to the notice and approbation of the public. And 
the performers of diftinguifhed eminence on the American ftage fhaHl 
receive the meed, which it is the duty of fair criticifm to beftaw upor 
mcrit. 

The next chapter will be devoted to a review of new publications, 
whether original or re-publifhed in America, and of fuch of the Eu- 
ropean works alfo, as fhall be found worthy ef particular attention, 
pieces of Poetry will conclude the whole. 

Each of thefe two parts fhall be paged feparately from the other, fo 
that at the end of the year the twelve numbers may be divided inte 
two valumes; one under the title of the HISTORICAL, the other 
that of the LATERARY REGISTER; and with the Jaft number of 
the year, a feparate title page and index fhall be given, to be prefixed 
to each volume. | 

Such is the intended plan of the propofed publication ; and if it 
were executed with candor and tolerable ability, few would hefitate 
to allow that its advantages muft be great. The firft, and perhaps the 
moft important of them, is the communication of political intelli- 
gence through a medium perfectly pure. ‘Fhe Englifh work, already 
alluded to, ts a remarkable inftance cf the value of fuch writing. 
There are no annals eitant, (not even excepting thofe compofed at 
times the moft remote from the events commemorated) which have 
obtained a greater reputation for impartiality than the hiftory in Dodf- 
ley’s Regifter of the occurrences of the times, although written by a 
man who was confidered as one of the moft zealous and vehement 
{upporters of a particular party. That great author well knew, (what 
the Editor of the prefent undertaking will ever keep in mind) the 
great difference there is between. the office of an biforian and a parti- 

fan. The opinions of the latter are eflimated according to the charac- 
ter in which they are given ; nor can blame be juftly imputed on ac- 
count of the zeal manifefted by thofe of any party in a ftate, whilft its 
adverfaries aflail them with eloquent violence. But the bufinefs, and 
confequently the duties of an hiftorian, are wholly diflimilar. He 
fiands pledged, by the very nature of his undertaking, to a rigid im- 
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partiality; his engagement is to communicate information, not to make 
profelytes; to relate and arrange in clear order the facts that actually 
occur, not to urge Opinions concerning them; to ftate the meafures 
which government adopt, not to ceafure or defend them, 

The Editor is aware that there are two diftinct [pecies of hiftory, 
each of which has been warmly applauded and warmly condemned. 
The one founded on the Grecian model, in which facts are {tated with 
very little of the hiftorian’s owa remarks or difquifitions; the other 
formed by Livy, and fince enlarged by Voltaire, Robertfon, Hume and 
Gibbon, which gives greater {cope to the powers of the hiftorian’s 
mind; permits him fully and minutely to defcribe the manners and 
morals of the varying ages ; to trace every event through the windings 
and mazes of public or private intrigue; to exhibit his knowledge of 
man in f{plendid portraits of diftinguifhed characters; to e:.patiate in 
moral aud philofophical obfervations on eacli pafling fcene ; and to 
diflinguifh each remarkable actor according to his deferts, in the lan- 
guage of eulogium or reproach. ; 

Which of thofe two kinds of hiftory is the more ufeful or the more 
entertaining, it is not now requifite to difcufs; but it feems evident 
that the firft is more fuitable for hiftories of our own times. It is a 
bufinefs of great difficulty and delicacy to aflign the motives of the 
conduct of actors who are living, and whofe characters cannot be 
thoroughly divulged, until time fhall bsing forth the memoirs of thofe 
who were moft intimately connected with them. Few are able, and 
of thofe very few are willing to difclofe the arcana of ftate affairs; 
their intereft, their friendfhip, their political conneCtions forbid it; 
and it is atafk no lefs arduous and ungracious to delineate the manners 
and morals of a whole nation, than thofe of one ofits principal magif- 
trates. What is excellent, and what we fliou!d view with rapture, if 
related of an ancient cormmonwealth, the influence of habit leads fis to 
contemplate with indifference; nor is it otherwife with refpect to 
thefe things which fhould excite our indignant reprobation. Every 
motive, therefore, and every reafon tend to bind the Editor to that 
STRICT AND IMPARTIAL PLAN OF HISTORY, FOR WHICH HE CONSIDELS 
HIMSELF INVIOLABLY PLEDGED TO HIS SUBSCRIBERS, 

The critical part of this work, may be as beneficial in the literary, 
as the former in the political republic. It is well known, that the re- 
views fo long eftablifhed in London and Paris, have greatly tended to 
harmonife and purify the fiyle of the French and Englith languages.— 
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Many a loofe and carelefs writer has been made correct by the falu- 
tary cenfurers of public criticifm. In this part of his duty the Editor 
alfo pledges himfelf to obferve the fame impartiality, and to render the 
fame literary juftice to the political writer, whether he maintains the 
opinions of Mr. Burke or Mr. Paine; of Montefquieu or Machival; 
and to the inveftigator of philofophy, whether he brings his tenets 
from the bright and facréd altar of Chriftianity, the porticoes of the 

Lyceum, or the cheerlefs gardens of Epicurus. In the performance of 

this part of his undertaking, the Editor is promifed the affiftance of 
fome literary friends, and he hopes to be favoured with the aid of thofe 
gentlemen of letters in Carolina, who are defirous of fupporting a 

LITERARY WORK UNCONNECTED WITH PARTY POLITICS, 
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